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‘‘As I begin to write this, I ‘slug’ it, 

as we writers say, which means I put a 
heading on top of the document to 
identify it. This heading is 
‘eonlineFINAL,’ and it gives me a shiv-
er to write it. I have been doing this 
column for so long that I cannot even 
recall when I started. I loved writing 
this column so much for so long I came 
to believe it would never end. 

‘‘It worked well for a long time, but 
gradually, my changing as a person and 
the world’s change have overtaken it. 
On a small scale, Morton’s, while bet-
ter than ever, no longer attracts as 
many stars as it used to. It still brings 
in the rich people in droves and defi-
nitely some stars. I saw Samuel L. 
Jackson there a few days ago, and we 
had a nice visit, and right before that, 
I saw and had a splendid talk with War-
ren Beatty in an elevator, in which we 
agreed that ‘Splendor in the Grass’ was 
a super movie. But Morton’s is not the 
star galaxy it once was, although it 
probably will be again. 

‘‘Beyond that, a bigger change has 
happened. I no longer think Hollywood 
stars are terribly important. They are 
uniformly pleasant, friendly people, 
and they treat me better than I deserve 
to be treated. But a man or woman who 
makes a huge wage for memorizing 
lines and reciting them in front of a 
camera is no longer my idea of a shin-
ing star we should all look up to. 

‘‘How can a man or woman who 
makes an eight-figure wage and lives in 
insane luxury really be a star in to-
day’s world, if by a ‘star’ we mean 
someone bright and powerful and at-
tractive as a role model? Real stars are 
not riding around in the backs of lim-
ousines or in Porsches or getting 
trained in yoga or Pilates and eating 
only raw fruit while they have Viet-
namese girls do their nails. 

‘‘They can be interesting, nice peo-
ple, but they are not heroes to me any 
longer. A real star is the soldier of the 
4th Infantry Division who poked his 
head into a hole on a farm near Tikrit, 
Iraq. He could have been met by a 
bomb or a hail of AK–47 bullets. In-
stead, he faced an abject Saddam Hus-
sein and the gratitude of all the decent 
people of the world. 

‘‘A real star is the U.S. soldier who 
was sent to disarm a bomb next to a 
road north of Baghdad. He approached 
it, and the bomb went off and killed 
him. 

‘‘A real star, the kind who haunts my 
memory night and day, is the U.S. sol-
dier in Baghdad who saw a little girl 
playing with a piece of unexploded ord-
nance on a street near where he was 
guarding a station. He pushed her aside 
and threw himself on it just as it ex-
ploded. He left a family desolate in 
California and a little girl alive in 
Baghdad. 

‘‘The stars who deserve media atten-
tion are not the ones who have lavish 
weddings on TV but the ones who pa-
trol the streets of Mosul even after two 
of their buddies were murdered and 
their bodies battered and stripped for 

the sin of trying to protect Iraqis from 
terrorists. 

‘‘We put couples with incomes of $100 
million a year on the covers of our 
magazines. The noncoms and officers 
who barely scrape by on military pay 
but stand guard in Afghanistan and 
Iraq and on ships and in submarines 
near the Arctic Circle are anonymous 
as they live and die. 

‘‘I am no longer comfortable being a 
part of the system that has such poor 
values, and I do not want to perpetuate 
those values by pretending that who is 
eating at Morton’s is a big subject. 

‘‘There are plenty of other stars in 
the American firmament. The police-
men and women who go off on patrol in 
South Central and have no idea if they 
will return alive; the orderlies and 
paramedics who bring in people who 
have been in terrible accidents and pre-
pare them for surgery; the teachers and 
nurses who throw their whole spirits 
into caring for autistic children; the 
kind men and women who work in hos-
pices and in cancer wards. 

‘‘Think of each and every fireman 
who was running up the stairs at the 
World Trade Center as the towers 
began to collapse. Now you have my 
idea of a real hero. I came to realize 
that life lived to help others is the only 
one that matters. This is my highest 
and best use as a human. I can put it 
another way. ‘‘Years ago, I realized I 
could never be as great an actor as 
Olivier or as good a comic as Steve 
Martin . . . or Martin Mull or Fred 
Willard—or as good an economist as 
Samuelson or Friedman or as good a 
writer as Fitzgerald. Or even remotely 
close to any of them. 

‘‘But I could be a devoted father to 
my son, husband to my wife and, above 
all, a good son to the parents who had 
done so much for me. This came to be 
my main task in life. I did it mod-
erately well with my son, pretty well 
with my wife and well indeed with my 
parents (with my sister’s help). I cared 
for and paid attention to them in their 
declining years. I stayed with my fa-
ther as he got sick, went into extremis 
and then into a coma and then entered 
immortality with my sister and me 
reading him the Psalms. 

‘‘This was the only point at which 
my life touched the lives of the soldiers 
in Iraq or the firefighters in New York. 
I came to realize that life lived to help 
others is the only one that matters and 
that it is my duty, in return for the 
lavish life God has devolved upon me, 
to help others He has placed in my 
path. This is my highest and best use 
as a human. 

‘‘Faith is not believing that God can. 
It is knowing that God will.’’ 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. TIAHRT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. TIAHRT addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

STATUS REPORT ON CURRENT 
LEVELS OF ON-BUDGET SPEND-
ING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL 
YEARS 2009 AND 2010 AND THE 
FIVE-YEAR PERIOD FY 2010 
THROUGH FY 2014 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

pervious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, I am trans-
mitting a status report on the current levels of 
on-budget spending and revenues for fiscal 
years 2009 and 2010 and for the five-year pe-
riod of fiscal years 2010 through 2014. This 
report is necessary to facilitate the application 
of sections 302 and 311 of the Congressional 
Budget Act and sections 424 and 427 of S. 
Con. Res. 13, the Concurrent Resolution on 
the Budget for Fiscal Year 2010. 

The term ‘‘current level’’ refers to the 
amounts of spending and revenues estimated 
for each fiscal year based on laws enacted or 
awaiting the President’s signature. 

The first table in the report compares the 
current levels of total budget authority, outlays, 
and revenues with the aggregate levels set by 
S. Con. Res. 13. This comparison is needed 
to enforce section 311(a) of the Budget Act, 
which establishes a point of order against any 
measure that would breach the budget resolu-
tion’s aggregate levels. 

The second table compares the current lev-
els of budget authority and outlays for each 
authorizing committee with the ‘‘section 
302(a)’’ allocations made under S. Con. Res. 
13 for fiscal years 2009 and 2010 and fiscal 
years 2010 through 2014. This comparison is 
needed to enforce section 302(f) of the Budget 
Act, which establishes a point of order against 
any measure that would breach the section 
302(a) discretionary action allocation of new 
budget authority for the committee that re-
ported the measure. 

The third table compares the current levels 
of discretionary appropriations for fiscal years 
2009 and 2010 with the ‘‘section 302(a)’’ allo-
cation of discretionary budget authority and 
outlays to the Appropriations Committee. This 
comparison is needed to enforce section 
302(f) of the Budget. Act, which establishes a 
point of order against any measure that would 
breach section 302(b) sub-allocations within 
the Appropriations Committee. 

The fourth table gives the current level for 
fiscal years 2011 and 2012 for accounts iden-
tified for advance appropriations under section 
424 of S. Con. Res. 13. This list is needed to 
enforce section 424 of the budget resolution, 
which establishes a point of order against ap-
propriations bills that include advance appro-
priations that: (1) are not identified in the joint 
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